What Good Readers Do
Many readers get to the bottom of a page and asked themselves, “What did I just read?” If a reader keeps reading when they get confused, they will never understand what is written. Thus, it is important to have some skills. Below is a list of strategies that good readers use when they get confused, lost, or don’t remember what they just read. 
· Re-reads
· Changes speeds:
· Slows down when difficulty increases

· Skims when reading gets easy

· Asks about the author

· Asks when it was written

· Considers how this time frame influenced the writer

· “Chunks” the text into smaller pieces

· Reads around nonessential clauses

· Skips ahead

· Skips hard parts and returns to them later

· Considers the author’s purpose

· Searches prior knowledge

· Highlights confusion

· Considers the author’s intended audience

· Visualizes
· Makes predictions

· Examines the text structure

· Stops and thinks about the passage

· Asks questions
· Uses context clues to clear confusion

· Notices how punctuation is used

· Makes notes of italics

· Makes notes of headings

· Shifts position in chair

· Tells self to focus

· Tracks with finger

· Paraphrases

· Summarizes

· Comments

· Argues with author

· Evaluates the author’s ideas

· Attacks unfamiliar words by looking at   the context

· Attacks unfamiliar words by looking at prefixes, suffixes, and roots

· Lives with ambiguity (more than one meaning 
      in the text)
· Draws conclusions

· Makes connections to:
· Other books

· Films

· Other languages

· Real-world events
· Personal experiences







Gallagher, Kelly. Readicide. Portland: Stenhouse, 2009. Print.


